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Congratulations to ACAP 
2017 Alumnus 
The San Francisco Bay Area Chapter of the Accounting Career 
Awareness Program successfully completed its 28th consecutive 
year.  This year's residency program included 29 high school 
students from across the Bay Area, and one student from 
Southern California.  All 30 students spent five nights and six 
days at the University of California Berkeley, engaging in 
accounting related workshops presented by college and university 
professors and professionals. The 
students also participated in a 
presentation skills and dinner 
etiquette workshop to 
emphasize the importance of 
soft skills to complement 
technical accounting skills.  
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GT "kicks" off  
Residency Week 
with a Boom 

Grant Thornton joined the 
growing list of corporate 
partners and hatched the idea to 
sponsor a "friendly 
competitive" game of kickball.  
GT professionals and ACAP 
students were paired into teams.  
A powerful networking session 
followed the games. 

Community College 
is a Viable Option 

Almost organically, community 
college professors and 
graduates highlighted the 
benefits of starting post-
secondary education at 2 year 
colleges.  Eric Handy, Diablo 
Valley College Professor, and 
Rajeev Chopra, Las Positas 
College Professor, gladly pulled 
the planned curriculum off 
course to discuss the benefits of 
attending community colleges.  
Natalia Kanevsky, Facebook's 
Investor Relations Manager, 
shared her success story from a 
community college to Stanford 
University. 
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Several companies opened 
their offices to the students 
to see accountants in action.  
The residency week's 
activities were weaved 
together with a group case 
study that challenges the 

students to create a beverage, 
design a logo, complete a budgeted income statement, produce a 
visual commercial, and present their product, marketing 
strategies and projected 
income to a group of 
investors.  The residency 
week concluded with a 
banquet where students 
showcased their skills to 
parents and corporate 
partners.

Alumni Spotlight
Meet David Thomas, ACAP Class 2008.  David graduated from 
Howard University with a bachelor's degree in Political Science 
and is currently working as 
a Sales and Marketing 
professional at one of the 
largest drink distributors 
in the country.  David is 
simultaneously pursuing 
his Masters degree in 
Business Administration 
at Georgetown 
University.  He proudly 
notes "ACAP definitely 
inspired me to think 
long-term about by 
career goals...[and] what it is I want to do with my life...". David 
was recently awarded Top Salesperson in his industry and he 
credits ACAP with giving him the "skills and tactics" to allow 
him to reach his goals. David can be reached at 
me@davethomasjr.co.
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Google and Facebook 
make Lasting Impacts 

The ACAP 2017 students visited 
Google in Mountain View, CA and 
engaged in a panel discussion with 
Google finance professionals from 
ethnically diverse backgrounds.  
At the conclusion of the panel, the 
panel invited the students to 
develop mentorship relationships 
with other Google professionals, 
and provided a dedicated email 
address specifically for ACAP 
alumni.   

Later in the week, the ACAP 2017 
students visited Facebook in 
Menlo Park, CA where senior 
level professionals explained  the 
critical roles finance and 
accounting play in the success of 
Facebook.  The Facebook 
professional responsible for 
preparing earnings releases gave 
the students her personal email 
address, along with an offer to 
provide feedback for college 
application personal statements. 

Google's and Facebook's offers  
align perfectly with ACAP's goal 
to be a life-changing experience. 

Chairman's Corner 

ACAP pivoted my life's arc in 
1990 and I am humbled to serve 
ACAP in this role.  We have a 
dedicated board and team of 
corporate partners to ensure 
continued success.  I am excited 
for our one-day conference in the 
fall.  Let's continue to impact lives 
for our profession and community. 
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